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IUBLIC HEALTH INSTTIUTES FAIL TO COOPRRATE
V. Kol'tsov

~ The penples of the USSR kave warmly received the plan of the Council of
Ministers USSR for the ut!lization of arid regions by a camrrehensive irrigation
and receed!ng prograsn. AU prosent, there ars six oxpeditions in the field stady-
ing s0f1 samples with the intention of determining the best methods for irriga-
tiag the scil and making it productive. Knlkhozes and sovkhozes have alresady
planted some 198,900 hectares in trees. In this project the Ukrunian SER, and
tho Tumbov, Stalingrad and Zursk oblasts have grectly exceeded their plans. . N .
Plans for 1949 call for the construction of 2,812 welis and roservding, Lo g L -

This grandiose scheme 7o the "fertilization™ of the arid regions in the
USSR will greatly alter the hygienic aspects of the country. EHowever, it ap-
pears that the members of the varjous sanitaticn and hygieme institutions have
not attached sufficient importance to the possidle results of this program.

The Institute of Ceneral and Coammnity Bygisne, Academy of Msdicsl Sciercs
USSR, has suggested that its inactivity is dus to the fact thet the propossd type
‘of stuly is still unkaown, aud that it dosms not wish to do anything vntil the
prograz is comploted and concrete data available, However, in the
Steppes (Varonezh Oblast), the Sal'skiy Stepps (Rostov Oblast), and the Novo.
Annenskiy Steppe (Stalingrad Oblast), there has been in existence a pregram of
6011 utilization vhich vas started several yesars ago. There is nc resson by
the Institute canmot asnd an expedition to those regions to study the climatic
and other changen which have reasulted from this reforestation mogran, Appar-
ar%ly this propreal vas put before Profsssar Sysin, director of the Institute,
And he is said to have guestioned the necessity cf traveiling so far to meke
theee studies and suggested that it would be just as well to study the climate
of the forost belts in Zvenigarod. This was rather a otrange ansver from cne
vhose responsidbility it is to mmintain the health of the Soviet peoples.

The Institute has a sector vhich is charged with the mainterance of popu-~
lated places. "A similar question was put to Bragin, the chief of this secter.
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. ¥1s .ancwer was, no less astounding,  He. informed the author that this matter hed.
not been considered as yet, and that it would not be practical to send an expe-
dition to the Sallskiy Steppe until scme time thie swmmer.

SEGRET 50X1-HUM

Some 4 months have gone by since the publication of the Decree by the Coun-
cil of Ministers. The varicus hygieme and sanitation institutes have done 1little
i eny work toward completion of their part of the program. One of the few en-
LTI lightensd organizations is the sector headed by Professor Bragim, who sutmitted
L a report indicating the theory of the duties of the hygienint and sanitation ex-
D pert. When ssked, however, when his proposed plans were to be put into opsration,
Bragin veplied that this reforestation progrem is to tage same 15 years, but that
1t would taks much longer before anything concrete could be done in the sanite-
tion and hygiena fields, He attributed this to the fact that data would have to
be collected over & relatively long period, and after the collectiom, it would
haye tc be clasaified and svaluated. Eregin dscried the fact that there has besn
vary little study op climatic effecta and that the so-called hygienic climactic
belta have mot yet besn determined.

The Central Scientific Ssnitation Institute imeni Erisman is not attempting
4o hide its shortcamings, as are many of the other inatitutes, They admit thet
hygieniats have, e yet, not been able to find their right niche in this general
oveo-81l plan, In 1949, the Institute intends to opsrate on the basis of facts
presented in a report entitled "Ssnitation-Hyglenic Characteristics of a EKolkhoz
Cosgunity in the Timber-Stepps Bel:." It is atill uncertain just how the various
problems are to be tackled, and no effort hae been made to dispatch expeditions
to those regions where people have settled to take advantage of the roforestation

campaign.

The Institutes have been involved ir inmmerable conferences and mestings.
Yery little has materialized, The Academy of Sciencaa has appointed a special N
coamuission with Professor Sysin as chie? to coordinate the activity of medical RACNE L
science in the regions vhere the reforestation plan is being put into operatiom, . ... .
But this cosmiseion has done nothing construotive, L R

Many thousands of laborers will be involved in this grandiose schems, But: K ..
nome of the sanitetion or bygiens institutes has done anything to suggest methods '
for maintaining the health of these warkers. ' :

The 15-year plan for the refcrestation of the USSR is guing shead. Many

o : wells and reservoirs have been built. Yet nothing has been done to safeguard T LR )l
: the quality of the waters i. thege welis and reservoirn, Nothing has been done i ! : »
DORIRE to prevent the possibility nf e sorious malaria sutbreak. Even the Cuatral Im-' i’ ).l . ,

stitute of Malarie and Medical Parasitology Jose not seen to know of the mossurea.
which have to be taken to prevent such an outbreak.

In January of this year, the All-Union State Sanitation Inspection sutmitted
e series of regulat!ons governing the selection of sites for reservoirs and wells,
and methods for safeguarding these water resources. Howsver, the standards which
the adbove organization sutmitted were thoss vhich were oconsidered cutmoded 1iu
September 1940, It is, therefore, necessary that nev directives and regulativms
te izsued and yet neitner the Central Instiutue of Malaria, mor the Institute of
General and Communa) Hygiene, Academy of Medical Science USSR, have done anything. . ..
to publish nev regulations. ' ‘

+ " R, The various public health organirations are waiting for direntives from the
- o e scientific ingtitutes of hygien» which wcald ald them in the maintenance of work-
or: eod inheditents health. Svokh rogulatiuns are particilsrly necessary in the
R , ‘ planning of aew setilements. All facts seem to point te omly one conclusion --
e ; . that the s~isntifis fnstitvtes of hyuiene are not cooperating in the struggle
i e for satisfactory oompletion of the 15-year reforestation project.
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